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While the disease over an eight-year 
period would eventually take the physi-
cal prowess -- one that garnered him 
accolades on both playing fi elds and in 
particular on the tennis court -- of Mr. 
Posso, it never took who he was or how he 
encountered the world around him.

Mr. Posso died at the age of 51 Tuesday, 
Jan. 27, 2015.

“He was a good kid,” said Nancy Posso 
Feb. 16 at her home in central Phoenix. 
“He was very outgoing. He was every-
body’s friend.”

Mrs. Posso, Steve’s mom, points out the 
services held in his honor Feb. 3 at  the St. 
Theresa’s Catholic Church were fi lled with 
people her son touched during his time on 
Planet Earth.

“There were more than 500 people, 
had to be,” she recalled. “You should have 
heard the people -- just an outpouring of 

love. It was because of the things he did for 
people.”

Those things he did for people ranged 
from his charitable work as owner and op-
erator of Sun Devil Trophy & Awards and 
his outreach efforts as a 10-year member of 
the Scottsdale Charros.

For 52 years the Scottsdale Charros have 
been in constant pursuit of improving the 
lives of Scottsdale residents while preserv-
ing the community’s ties to its western 
heritage.

“That’s just the kind of person Steve 
was, he was just a good-hearted person 
-- he was a fun-loving Charro,” Mrs. Posso 
said.

An ALS diagnosis is devastating Mrs. 
Posso says but pointed out that “Steve did 
not want to sit in a chair and wait to die.”

Scottsdale Charro and longtime friend 
Rene Romero echoes that sentiment.

“He was the bravest man I have ever 
known,” he said. “He was a person that 
could overcome any obstacle that was put 
in his way.”

Mr. Romero recalls times when his 

friend’s perseverance was beyond anything 
he had encountered before.

“From the time he told me he had ALS 
and over the last eight years ... He would 
sometimes get down for only a short time. 
He had this ability to quiet his mind and 
start to realize the great beauty that was 
his kids, that was his life. He could always 
bring himself from the brink of depres-
sion.”

That fortitude never left him, Mr. 
Romero says.

“Even about 48 hours before his passed 
away we were laughing,” he said. “He did 
not waiver or wrinkle he was as strong as a 
brick wall and it was amazing to watch.”

A profi cient sky diver and regular fre-
quenter of the Bahamas, Mrs. Posso says 
ALS was only dominant in Steve’s life over 
the past few years.

“I would say it was pretty slow,” Mrs. 
Posso said of the pace of the progressive 
neurodegenerative disease. “He didn’t 
want pity and he would always worry 
about something else other than himself.”

The creation of Posso’s Posse is a testa-

ment to that ideal, Mrs. Posso says. Posso’s 
Posse is both a walk team that raises funds 
and awareness by participating in the Walk 
to Defeat ALS, as well as a children’s sup-
port program at the Arizona Chapter of the 
ALS Association. 

Mr. Posso is survived by his parents 
Gerald and Nancy Posso; sons Jake and 
Joseph Posso; and grandson Keyne Wahl-
Posso. He was a lifetime member of the 
Scottsdale Charros, a Scottsdale Leader-
ship alum, a proud member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous and a lover of Little League 
baseball. 

“Steve always greeted people with a 
big smile and an open heart until the very 
end,” his obituary reads. “He knew no 
boundaries and lived in such a limitless 
way that his life inspired everyone around 
to live life to the fullest.”

Donations to Posso’s Posse can be 
made through the ALS Association Arizona 
chapter at www.alsaz.org.

News Editor Terrance Thornton can be con-
tacted at 623-445-2774 or you can follow him at 

www.twitter.com/northvalley
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The El Chorro Lodge, 5550 E. Lincoln 
Drive, has produced over 1.1 million kilo-
watt-hours of energy since Valentine’s Day 
2010. 

On that date, the landmark celebrated 
the completion of a renovation and techno-
logical retrofi tting aimed at exceeding mod-
ern energy and operational standards while 
retaining its classic ambiance and design 
charm. Feb. 18 marks the 5th anniversary 
of the offi cial public reopening of the sus-
tainably retrofi tted and renovated El Chorro 
Lodge, according to a press release.

Desert Star Construction made the an-
nouncement about El Chorro, which is the 
fi rst-ever LEED Gold Certifi ed full-service 
restaurant Arizona.

In aggregate, the energy savings achieved 
as a result of the 2010 renovation is equiva-
lent to any of the following: annual green-
house gas emissions from 1,666,667 miles 
driven by an average passenger vehicle; 
CO2 emissions from 78,767 gallons of gaso-
line consumed; or from 1,628 barrels of oil 
saved, the release states.

“We are thrilled with the end result that 

has enhanced the natural beauty of Para-
dise Valley as well as provided a sustainable 
source of economic return for the city,” stat-
ed Jacquie Dorrance, philanthropist and El 
Chorro Lodge owner. 

“We made the commitment early on 

to embrace and preserve the history and 
charm of this Valley icon, and I feel good 
about what we have accomplished in mak-
ing El Chorro Lodge more relevant now 
than ever before.”

Despite signifi cant wear and operational 

ineffi ciencies found throughout the proper-
ty, Dorrance purchased El Chorro Lodge in 
2009 and was joined by operating partners 
Kristy Moore and Tim Moore. Mark Can-
delaria (architect, AIA) of Candelaria Design 
Associates and Jerry Meek (builder) of Des-
ert Star Construction were retained by Dor-
rance on Memorial Day 2009 to complete a 
multifaceted renovation by Valentine’s Day 
2010. 

Sustainable building practices were in-
troduced early on by Desert Star Construc-
tion with the goal for the entire renovation 
team to work together to achieve the state’s 
fi rst LEED Gold certifi cation for a full service 
restaurant. 

“The aim of sustainable construction 
and design is to achieve a higher degree 
of occupant comfort and control not only 
for the guests of the venue, but also for the 
organization as a whole,” stated DSC Presi-
dent Jerry Meek. 

“Overall, the renovation has created a 
healthier environment while reducing the 
cost to maintain that environment, leading 
to greater productivity and an enhanced 
corporate identity that has proven it cares 
about the health of its occupants and the 
environment.”

El Chorro Lodge celebrates 5 years of ‘green’ practices
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A view of the El Chorro Lodge.

“He was the bravest man I have ever known,” he said. “He was a person that could overcome 
any obstacle that was put in his way.”

— Rene Romero of the Scottsdale Charros


