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Message from the Chair  
2019 Independent Woman  
Luncheon Committee
Dear Friends,

This year, we are thrilled to welcome Cathy B. Graham 
to the Independent Woman Luncheon at Phoenix Art 
Museum. Based in New York City, Cathy is renowned 
for her signature floral arrangements and whimsical 
designs imbued with a personal touch, including 
one-of-kind paper goods, botanical watercolors, 
fashion illustrations, and various handmade items. 
The theme for this year’s luncheon, Spring in Bloom, is inspired by Cathy’s floral landscapes 
and embraces her playful approach to entertaining and design. The IWL committee and I are 
delighted to present Cathy as our keynote speaker.

I would like to take a moment to thank the IWL committee and everyone who made this 
year’s Independent Woman Luncheon possible. We are grateful to the nearly 60 talented and 
generous design professionals from across the Valley who provided the custom tablescapes for 
this year’s luncheon, all inspired by Cathy’s work.

I extend a special thanks to our generous sponsors, David E. Adler Fine Rugs, Desert Star 
Construction, Vadara Quartz Surfaces, Arcadia Farms Café, Ardy’s Custom Workshop, 
Fully Loaded Deliveries, Kravet, and Premiere Wood Floors. Thank you also to every person 
and organization supporting Phoenix Art Museum through this event, including corporate 
sponsors, table hosts, contributors, advertisers, and attendees.

Finally, I extend my sincere gratitude to Ellen Katz, who hosted the very first Independent 
Woman Luncheon. Through the years, Ellen’s generosity, creativity, and leadership have 
inspired increased support for the Museum’s mission, and her profound impact on Phoenix 
Art Museum, our community, and the arts in Arizona is truly extraordinary.

Sincerely,

Char Hubble
Chair, 2019 Independent Woman Luncheon

Message from the  
Sybil Harrington Director and CEO  
Phoenix Art Museum
Dear Friends,

Thank you for joining us at the 2019 Independent Woman 
Luncheon. Each year, this beloved event celebrates the 
Valley’s premier design community and provides invaluable 
support for exhibitions and arts education programs 
at Phoenix Art Museum. However, the continued and 
resounding success of the luncheon would not be possible 
without the hard work and creativity of the dedicated volunteers who bring this event to life 
year after year, or the philanthropic spirit of those who attend. 

By joining us today, you have done more than support a single event. You have made a 
statement to the world that art matters, that art has the power to change lives. You now play a 
vital role in expanding access to the arts for all people across the Valley, and I am truly grateful 
for your commitment and generosity.

I hope you enjoy today’s program. Thank you to Cathy B. Graham, our featured speaker, to the 
Independent Woman Luncheon planning committee, and finally, to each of you. Together, we 
are making a difference in the lives of so many throughout our shared community. 

Sincerely, 

Amada Cruz 
The Sybil Harrington Director and CEO 
Phoenix Art Museum

“You have made a 
statement to the world 
that art matters.”

“Thank you to every person 
and organization supporting 
Phoenix Art Museum 
through this event.”



Message from Cathy B. Graham
Dear Friends,

I am honored to be here at Phoenix Art Museum and look forward 
to discovering your extraordinary collection. I must admit I am 
particularly excited by your fashion collection, as I have a lifelong 
fascination with clothing. I am especially captivated by the fashion of 
the 1920s through the 1950s. 

I was born to an artist mother and architect father. From the time I could walk, my father took me to 
museums and art galleries, and as soon as I could hold a pencil, he brought me to drawing and painting 
classes at the Art Institute of Chicago, The Thorne rooms there, with their perfect miniature depictions 
of different time periods and countries, are what inspired my love of miniatures, and you can see a 
selection of these rooms here at Phoenix Art Museum. You will notice their influence in the tablescapes 
on display today.

I eventually attended the Rhode Island School of Design where I studied painting and then continued 
my education at Parsons School of Design in New York to study fashion illustration. I worked as a 
freelance illustrator for 10 years, and after my 30-year marriage ended, I found myself starting over.  
I have now begun a new life and career, out of which comes my book, Second Bloom: Cathy Graham’s  
Art of the Table. I have done more work now than during the 30 years in which I was married. 
 
I have always loved flowers and gardens and was lucky enough to work for the late Robert Isabell.  
Never underestimate the healing power of flowers. I find great joy from arranging flowers, 
entertaining, and, of course, painting. So today I will share a bit of my journey and some tips on 
how to express your own creativity through flowers. 

My line of botanical drawings will be released in late spring with One Kings Lane, and I have just 
recently started work on my next book.

Sincerely, 

Cathy B. Graham

“Never underestimate 
the healing power  
of flowers.”
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Char Hubble, Chair
Matthew Boland, Honorary Chair

Ann Eve Berry
Michelle Cattaneo
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Lee Courtney
Molly Dalton 
Katie Drost

Lisa Andrew Portigal
Jennifer Thye
Patricia Watts
Renee Weiss

Amy Cohn, Honorary Committee Member 

About Cathy B. Graham
Cathy Barancik Graham is an award-winning artist and fashion illustrator, who has 
authored a book and turned her talent to product design. Her editorial work has 
appeared in The New York Times, Rolling Stone, and New York Magazine, and 
she has been commissioned by Bergdorf Goodman, Estée Lauder, CBS Records, 
Harry Winston, and HBO. In addition, she has been a contributing editor for 
Elle Decor and House Beautiful. She is a graduate of the Rhode Island School 
of Design, from which she holds a BFA in painting, and she studied fashion 
illustration at Parsons School of Design. �

For more than a decade, Cathy worked with the late floral designer and event 
planner Robert Isabell, noted for his unique, lavish, and innovative parties.  
She has channeled this wealth of knowledge into her floral inspiration and 
product designs. 

Her first book, Second Bloom: Cathy Graham’s Art of the Table, was published 
in 2017 by Vendome Press. Cathy is the designer of a line of paper products 
composed of fashion note cards, gift and holiday cards, notebooks, wrapping 
paper, and bespoke projects. She recently launched several collaborations, which 
include a signature Second Bloom candle with NEST Fragrances and a line of 
decoupage home accents with Scott Potter. Her first collection for One Kings 
Lane will be released in May 2019.

Cathy resides in New York City, where she works to support cultural life by 
serving on the boards of Lincoln Center Theater, New York Restoration Project, 
and House of SpeakEasy. 



Program
10 am – Noon

Tablescape viewing and silent auction

Noon
Remarks and luncheon

Amada Cruz, the Sybil Harrington Director and CEO
Phoenix Art Museum

Char Hubble, Chair
and Matthew Boland, Honorary Chair
2019 Independent Woman Luncheon

1 pm
Presentation

Cathy B. Graham

1:30 pm
Tablescape delivery, checkout, and book signing

Menu
Artisan Bloom Salad

Candy-cane-beet-marinated chicken, grilled peaches, 
quinoa, kale, roasted Brussels sprouts, chickpeas, 

roasted veggies, Green Goddess avocado vinaigrette, 
and grilled artisan-oat-bread spear

Decadent Flourless Chocolate Cake
Raspberry compote, honeycomb brittle, 

vanilla mousse, shortbread cookie 

This meal is gluten free. 
Vegetarian and vegan options available upon request.



Thank You
The 2019 Independent Woman Luncheon is made  

possible through the profound generosity of:

Executive Sponsors
David E. Adler Fine Rugs  
�Desert Star Construction

Major Sponsor
Vadara Quartz Surfaces

Community Sponsors
Arcadia Farms Café� 

Ardy’s Custom Workshop  
Fully Loaded Deliveries

Kravet�
 Premiere Wood Floors

Presenting  
Sponsors



Honorary  Chair  Table  Hosts
Amy Cohn

Beverly Grossman 
Char Hubble 

Ellen Katz 
Lisa Andrew Portigal 

Sue Selig

Patron  Table  Hosts
National Bank 
Pat Petznick

PHX Architecture 
Ann Siner 

Individual  Table  Hosts
Justine Hurry
Susan Oster

WaterWorlds LLC
Woodcase Cabinetry

Friends  Of  IWL
American Valet

Corporate Presentation Networks
Haute Photography

Santa Barbara Catering

Thank You Table Designers
American Society of Interior Designers, 
Arizona North (ASID)
Amy Strang Interiors
Angelica Henry Design
Avant-Garde Studio
Bar Napkin Productions
Billi Springer & Associates
Bloomers of La Jolla
Brady Gray
Buffalo Collection
Camelback Interior Designs
Cameo
CeTerra Accents & Interiors
Chris Jovanelly Interior Designs
Clyde Hardware
Cornelia Park
DeCesare Design Group
Denise Milano Design
Design Directives
Designs By Robyn
Est Est
Facings of America
Flora Bella
Guided Home Design
Imoni Events

John Brooks, Inc.
Karen Rapp Interiors
KT TAMM INC
Lissa Lee Hickman
Luxe Pros
Main Dish
Mendil + Meyer Design Studio
MMB Studios
ModaScapes Interior Design
Nelson Barnum Interiors
Noteworthy American Women Project
Oh Sugar! Event Design and Paperie
Ownby Design
Robert Burg Design
ROUX Design Studio
Samartzis Design
Savale
Scottsdale Interior Design Group
Stephanie Larsen Interiors
The French Bee
Thomas Hoyle Flowers
Vadara Quartz Surfaces
Vallone Design
Wiseman & Gale Interiors



Phoenix Art Museum Phoenix Art Museum





The 2019 Independent Woman 
Luncheon directly benefits 
exhibitions and education programs 
at Phoenix Art Museum.
  
Thank you for supporting the arts  
in our city, state, and region. 


