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INTERNET THINGSof

Keeping up with the 

Interconnective homes are being transformed by Internet advances

PART 
1 OF 2

“It” now is IoT.
• The Internet of

Things is revolutioniz-
ing our lifestyles, mak-

ing it easier to live at home,
even when we’re not even

home. • “Basically, more and more
devices are able to communicate with

each other with a home network or even
send information back to manufacturers
who then can identify your service needs
and the repairs you’ll need remotely,”
said Blake Sutton, director of 
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If police, firemen and teachers can’t
afford to buy a home in metro Phoenix,
then the region has a big problem.

That’s why Valley government and
civic leaders expanded a popular mort-
gage down-payment program to help
these workers this week.

Many teachers and first responders
can now get a 5-percent grant to put
down on a Phoenix-area home.

The help comes through the Home
in Five Advantage program. It has al-
ready helped more than 7,600 people
with low to moderate incomes buy Val-
ley houses since 2012.

One of those people is Koran Hardi-
mon. He heard about the loan program
from a woman at his church last year
and applied.

He was approved and able to buy a
central Phoenix home in the St. Greg-
ory neighborhood, near Osborn Road
and 16th Avenue.

“I recommend One in Five to all my
friends,” Hardimon told me Tuesday at
Phoenix’s Franklin Police and Fire
High School, where the expansion of
the program was announced. “It helped
me clean up my credit and buy before
prices climb higher. “

Hardimon, who is a diversity man-
ager for Intel, was able to get 4 percent
of his home’s $285,000 cost for a down
payment and some help with closing
fees. 

The program previously only
helped military homebuyers with a 5-
percent down payment.

To qualify:
» Borrowers must have a FICO or

credit score of at least 640. 
» The price of a house can’t top

$300,000. 
» Homebuyers must work with ap-

proved lenders to qualify for a govern-
ment-backed mortgage. 

» Borrowers must complete an
eight-hour homebuyer education class.

An important note: This isn’t a tax-
payer-backed program. The Phoenix
and Maricopa IDAs (formerly known
as Industrial Development Authori-
ties) sell bonds to investors and lenders
to provide the aid to homeowners.

Metro Phoenix’s Home in Five pro-
gram has been lauded nationally and
copied in some form by other cities. It
was on President Barack Obama’s list 

Mortgage
assistance 
for teachers
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DRAMATIC CUSTOMHOME in the prestigious Cactus Corridor.
Lavishly finished, this highly customized entertainer’s dream
home has awe-inspiring finishes. Cathedral tongue and groove
ceilings, spectacular bar, stone accents, two fireplaces, Travertine
and hardwood floors. Gorgeous kitchen with Alder scroll wrapped
island. Expensive Wolf, Bosch, Dacor and Sub-Zero appliance
package. Incredible master. Bonus room. The resort oasis has lush
lawns, two spas, a Ramada, BBQ, putting green and fenced pool
with waterfall. Beautiful casita. Mountain and city light views
from the observation deck. Temperature controlled over height
garage. RV gate. Large cul-de-sac lot backs a natural open area for
privacy. – Joseph Callaway

Brought to you by
Those Callaways Luxury Circle, (480) 596-5751 see more inside

MLS# - 5355888

Bedrooms - 6

Bath - 5

Pool - Yes

Sq. Ft. - 5,132

Parking - 4-Car Garage

Lot Size - THREE-QUARTER-ACRE

ZIP Code - 85259

Online Pics - ThoseCallaways.com

Price - $1,200,000

SCOTTSDALE | 10955 East El Rancho Drive | Open Today 1–4PM

STUNNING SOUTHWESTERN CONTEMPORARY. Snuggled
on two lush desert acres, this sensational Southwestern contemporary
is nestled inside an intimate gated North Scottsdale neighborhood.
Two-homes-in-one estate w/two-bedroom, full-kitchen guest home.
Ideal for indoor/outdoor entertaining w/views of shimmering city
lights, Pinnacle Peak, surrounding desertscape. Family room w/
volume windows, split-stone accents, wet bar. Game room/billiards
parlor w/walk-out balcony overlooking magnificent views. Gazebo
w/bar and barbecue. Fireplace seating area. Resort-style diving pool
w/palm-treed island, boulder-trimmed slide, rock waterfall, romantic
grotto. Generous patios, putting green.Visit tourfactory.com/1278089.
Inside: details, directions.

Brought to you by
Sandra Baldwin, Russ Lyon Sotheby’s International Realty see more inside

MLS# - 5217908

Bedrooms - 6

Bath - 6

Pool - Yes

Sq. Ft. - 7,647

ZIP Code - 85255

Online Pics - BaldwinTeam.com

Price - $1,495,000

SCOTTSDALE | 10004 East Santa Catalina Drive, Lot 6 | Open Today 12-4PM

findyour next place.
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operations at Est Est Inc. in Scottsdale,
the Valley’s oldest interior-design firm. 

“Currently, your lights, thermostats,
security cameras, sound system, televi-
sions, phones, computers, home appli-
ances, pool and spa, and other compo-
nents are capable of communicating
over a network that can be controlled
by computer, phone or iPad, locally or
remotely, and are much, much more
user-friendly than before.” 

They’re friendlier for interior de-
signers, too. 

“In years past, multiple devices were
required to coordinate the technology in
a room,” Sutton said, “which left the
walls cluttered. If a homeowner pur-
chased an existing house that hadn’t
been prewired properly, the ability to
retrofit home-control systems was near-
ly impossible without turning the walls
into Swiss cheese.” 

But the IoT allows for more home
devices to have their own IP address
and the ability to communicate wire-
lessly over a home network. 

“Your phone is your new ‘house man-
ager,’ ” said Nikal Conti, a principal for
PHX Architecture in Scottsdale. “Cli-
ents love to control heat, cooling, securi-
ty, music, TV and more –– all from their
smart phone.” 

Shades, security, spa
More and more building components

are becoming IoT ready, including ap-
pliances, air-filtration systems, mobile-
accessible HVAC in addition to audio,

video, and security components, said
Jerry Meek, president of Desert Star
Construction in Phoenix, the state’s first
custom-home builder with a LEED for
Homes Accredited Professional certifi-
cation. Desert Star has completed 17
LEED certified and three Net-Zero
Energy projects. 

“If there is electricity to a home
device or component ...it can probably
be controlled and/or monitored over the
local network or through the home’s
firewall anywhere in the world,” he
said. “The nature of IoT is that elements
are embedded, and they blend into ‘nor-
mal’ life.” 

Renewable energy technologies also
are connectable, such as solar electric
arrays and geothermal HVAC systems.
And, for security there are a variety of
standards available through biometrics,
depending on the level of security the

homeowner desires.

Fridge and fiber
Everyone’s getting involved.
Such high-end appliance manufactur-

ers as Subzero-Wolf also have entered
IoT.

“They have multiple appliances that
can interact with Crestron and soon will
be ‘online’ with Subzero’s corporate
office so that their customers will know
in advance if there’s an issue with their
appliance or a service call is warrant-
ed,” said Chris Matthews, president of
Acoustic Designs, a Scottsdale company
specializing in home-theater and home-
automation systems with smartphone
control. 

Next Sunday: A look at what’s com-
ing down the Internet superhighway.

IoT
Continued from Page 1R

Desert Star
Construction
offers
state-of-the-art
electronics and
AV systems.
DESERT STAR

CONSTRUCTION
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GHAR110115 CC/PDR Scottsdale, L.L.C. is the sole entity responsible for the performance of the continuing care contracts at Vi at Grayhawk.

Where your neighbors are friends.
And your calendar is full.

7501 East Thompson Peak Parkway, Scottsdale, AZ 85255
888.680.9072 • Grayhawk.ViLiving.com

At Vi at Grayhawk, a Vi and Plaza Companies community, our

newly remodeled apartments are reason enough to open your

door to friends. Plus, with an abundance of activities on our

grounds as well as convenient access to the best Scottsdale

has to offer, you’ll always feel like you’re right where you

belong. Call today to reserve a private tour.

of successful Arizona housing programs
to discuss when he came to Phoenix to an-
nounce new housing aid in early January.

Investors wouldn’t keep buying bonds
to expand the program if it wasn’t work-
ing. Fewer than 15 borrowers helped by
the Valley program have lost houses to
foreclosure. That’s less than half a per-
cent.

“Homeownership makes neighbor-
hoods and communities stronger,” Phoe-
nix Mayor Greg Stanton told a crowd
Tuesday. “That is even more the case
when those new homeowners are our
city’s outstanding teachers and hard-
working first responders.”

No one disputes homeownership helps
stabilize neighborhoods.

I would love to have more firemen, po-
lice and teachers buy in my neighborhood.

And Hardimon’s new home is not too
far from mine. I was thrilled to meet my
new neighbor Tuesday. 

PHOENIX AND MARICOPA IDAS

Koran Hardimon received help from the
Home in Five mortgage program.
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